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State’s jobless rate
up to 8.4 percent

Indiana’s unemploy-
ment raterose slightly to
84 percent in June, but
officials say the state ex-
perienced its largest
one-month gain in manu-
facturing jobs in nearly
nine years.

The Department of
Workforce Develo
ment said Thursday that
Indiana's seasonally ad-
justed unemployment
rate in June reached 8.4
percent, compared with
8.3 percent in May.

It said private sector
employment in Indiana
grew by 5,300 jobs and
the 4,300 new manufac-
turing jobs was the most
since August 2004.

INDIANAPOLIS
Suit brings halt
to vanity plates

Indiana will stop of-
fering vanity plates until
the outcome of aclassac-
tion lawsuit challenging
the constitutionality of
the agency’s restrictions
on tags' wording.

Bureau of Mator Ve-
hicles Commissioner R.
Scott  Waddell  an-
nounced the move Fri-
day.

A Greenfield police
officer sued the BMV in
May‘ saying its decision
to revoke his vanity li-
cense plate “0INK” vio-
lated his free speech
rights.

The agency revoked
his plate after three
years, saying its content
was “offensive or mis-
leading.”

PLAINFIELD
Body may be that
of missing man

Police say a body
found inside acarinare-
tention pond in Plain-
field, west of Indianapo-
lis, fits the description of
a 27-yearold man who
has been missing for two
years.

Police said at a news
conference Friday that
they haven't confirmed
whether the body is that
of Morgan Johnson, who
was last seen in May 2011
leaving his motel room in

feld.

The car found about 8
am. Friday also matches
the description of the
Pontiac Grand Am John-
son was driving.

VINCENNES
Red Skelton
Museum opens

A new museum cele-
brating the career of the
late comedian Red Skel-
ton has opened in_his
southwestern  Indiana
hometown.

Skelton family mem-
bers took part in a grand
opening ceremony
Thursday evening in
Vincennes on the 100th
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Iftar event binds religions

Dinner at church a diverse affair

By Zahra Farah
Harah@courier-journal com
|

‘The Courier-Journal

Before the last ugm
fell upon Second
terian Church in Rallmz
Fields on Wednesday, the
Islamic calltoprayer car-
ried throughout the
church.

More than 350 people
from different religious
backgrounds gathered at
the church to share an
evening meal with mem-
bers of anather religion.

Baha'is, Buddhists,
Hindus, Christians, Mus-
lims and Jews sat side by
side to share iftar — the
traditional evening meal
Muslims have when they
break their daytime fast
during the holy month of
Ramadan.

If D€ODl¢ with differ-
ent backgrounds can eat
together, then they can
learn to tolerate one an-
other, said Terry Taylor,
executive director of In-
terfaith Paths to Peace,
an organization that
works to bring people of
different religions to-
gether.

“When we break bread
we break our hearts, but
ina good way so that love
can flow back and forth,”
Taylor said.

For the past three
years, Louisville's Palu.
stani-American _comn
nity and Interfaith ths

to Peace have hosted the
interfaith iftar dinner to
promote religious under-
standing.

The problem is people
may want to understand
each other but fear the
unknown, said Muham-
mad Babar, an organizer
from Louisville’s Paki-
stani-American commu-
nity, “We must widen the
circle of compassion, so
we can reach the roots of

most commen citi-
<en," he said.

Babar was one of four
speakers at the dinner.
He noted that people see
their religious communi-
ty “as being the only
group of chosen ones,
when in fact every one of
us is the chosen one.”

Babar said once every-
one realizes they can be
born into any faith,
“they’ll see an attack
against any person or re-
ng!un |s anattack against

lmn ‘Wahba, a_board
member of the Jewish
Community of Louisville
who was born and raised
in Egypt, said he has ex-
perienced firsthand how
religious discrimination
can destroy a population.
he Islamic call to
prayer he heard while
growing up — “Allahu
Akbar,” or God is great
—was endmnng toChris-
tians, Jews and Muslims
alike in Fgypt, he said.
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“It greatly pains me
personally that extrem-
ists so ignorantly used
what is meant to be a lan-
guage of unity and faith,
into a language of divi-
sion between people,”
Wahba said.

Wahba said that after
Israel came into exis-
tence, his family had to
flee Egypt because of
growing animosity and
suspicion held toward the

vish people. He admits
he lmlds slismcmn andre-
sentment toward Egypt
but is hopeful for the fu-

ture,
When Wahba sees peo-
ple take to the streets to
eliminate  extremism,
"Khen[lhl]lklllerelshnpe
for an mcluswe society.”
Jahed,
with Lmluvllleq Tslamic
community, said that for
a person 1o have peace
with other religions and
still hold strong to their

beliefs, peaple must un-
derstand they are not the
souree of truth.

“We can appreciate in-
terpretations without be-
ing a threat,” he said.

Resad Paya Pasic, 63,
who attended the iftar
with his wife, Djenita Pa-

and Interfaith Paths to Peace at the

sic, 53, said he learned
how to stay humble with-
out letting his anger take
control. He and his wife
cante to Louisville in 1992
for the Kentucky Derby
but ended up staying af-
terme Bosnianwar broke

Ihs father was killed

was a victim of war. The
Serbs were the aggres-
sor, but I can't identify
the certain aggressar,” he

said.

Instead of holding onto
his father's death, he said
he learned to let go.

“If you hold onto it,
your animosity deepens,
it goes nowhere and it
eats youup,” he said.

Reporter Zahra Farah can be
reached at (502) 5834475,
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of his birth.

The Red Skl.-lton Mu-
seum of American Com-
edy features memorabil-
ia and videos about his
influence on early televi-
sion and comedy with his
characters, such as
Freddie the Freeloader,

entina Skelton
said she was impressed
with  the museum’s
videos of her father’s old
TV shows and its display
depicting his dressing
room.

Read Indiana news arline at
ww. caurier-journal com/
indiana
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RUG LIQUIDATION
SALE - SALE - SALE

TODAY 9-5 « TOMORROW 12-4

POPLAR LEVEL STORE ONLY

Al sales final » No exceptions

Drastic Price Reductions * Must Reduce Inventory
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200 Gardiner Lane (Corner of Poplar Level Rd.)
SamKinnairdsFlooring.com * 451-2600
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SABBATH OBSERVING | CATHOLIC | INTER-DENOMINATIONAL

Grace Temple Church
1701 W Jefferson Street
(502) 5570160
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s Praise
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10609 Watterson Trail 4038815
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